
The Veteran Health Administration (VHA) VISTA Maintenance Challenge was a contest issued by Health 
Systems Implementation Training and Enterprise Support (HSITES) via FORUM to all Department of 
Veterans Affairs (VA) field facilities. Its goal was to solicit functionality for streamlining and increasing 
efficiency in maintaining Veterans Health Information Systems and Technology Architecture (VISTA) 
systems at Veterans Affairs Medical Centers (VAMC). The following two proposals were initially selected 
as VISTA Challenge winners for implementation: 

1. The VISTA Auto Patch Utility (VAPU) is Class III software created to automate the Kernel Installation 
and Distribution System (KIDS) installation steps. This gives VAMCs the ability to automate patch 
installations. 

2. The master servant patching system is Class III software that allows site support personnel to patch 
multiple sites remotely. 

As work progressed on the VISTA Auto Patch Utility, the proposal submitters continued their discussions 
and it became clear that they wanted to advance not only VAPU and the master servant patching 
system, but an enhanced version of that combination.  

While this software was developed, it was never implemented at any VA Facility and never went into a 
production environment. 

 
VA General Counsel Disclaimer 
 VA is providing the Untested Software listed below on an AS IS BASIS, with no express or implied 
warranties of any kind, for the following reasons:  
 
• The Untested Software is a work in progress, the source code and associated software documentation 
is incomplete, and may also require corrections;  
 
• The extent or timeliness of any testing or other quality assurance efforts on this Untested Software are 
unknown;  
 
• It is unknown whether the source code from this Untested Software reflects any of the designs or 
business requirements that may be associated with it;  
 
• Use of the source code from this untested software may alter or damage existing patient or other 
data;  
 
• The installation or use of this untested software may cause defects, malfunctions or loss of use in VistA 
or any other computer systems; and  
 
• It is unknown whether installation or use of this untested software may cause accounting, 
bookkeeping or financial errors in the financial, management, integrity, internal control audit and review 
processes.  
 



The User understands and agrees that the User has sole and exclusive responsibility for any medical 
decisions MEDICAL DECISIONS OR ACTIONS WITH RESPECT TO A PATIENT’S MEDICAL CARE AND FOR 
DETERMINING THE ACCURACY, COMPLETENESS, OR APPROPRIATENESS OF ANY INFORMATION 
PROVIDED BY OR THROUGH this OPEN SOURCE Software. The User understands and agrees THAT this 
OPEN SOURCE Software CONTENT IS NOT INTENTED TO ELIMINATE, REPLACE OR SUBSTITUTE FOR, IN 
WHOLE OR IN PART, THE HEALTH CARE PROVIDER’S ANALYSIS OR JUDGMENT, AND THAT THE 
RESPONSIBILITY FOR MEDICAL TREATMENT RESTS WITHIN THE HEALTH CARE PROVIDER’S ANALYSIS 
OF THE PATIENT’S CONDITION AND JUDGMENT AS TO THE NATURE AND AMOUNT OF CARE.  
 
List of Untested Software:  
1. VistA Auto Patch Utility (VAPU)  
2. Patch Slammer  
3. Kernel Patch XU* 8*345  
 


